







































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































WRITER’S RETREAT -  L ITTLE SPARTA
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!! ! ! ! ! !!!!!!!!Figure!10:!Designed!Experience,!the!studio.
! ! ! ! ! !!!!!!!!Source:!MacLachlan,!N.!
Development!
!
!!!!!Building!on!the!success!of!the!programme!is!the!development!of!a!postgraduate!elective,!
which!explores!engagements!with!the!senses!in!design!and!poses!similar!questions!to!those!
that!were!asked!during!the!design!and!development!of!the!undergraduate!course.!However,!
the!elective!is!open!to!students!from!art!and!design!as!well!as!architecture!and!this!provides!a!
context!for!multidisciplinary!discussion!about!holistic!design!thinking!in!relationship!to!the!
senses.!!
The!course!begins!with!a!critique!on!the!current!climate!within!which!all!the!students!are!
currently!practicing!where!technology!and!visual!outcomes!predominate,!and!questions!the!
potential!of!engaging!more!completely!with!the!human!senses.!Research!into!the!work!of!
practitioners!is!reviewed!and!discussed!prior!to!students!carrying!out!their!own!experiments.!
Various!examples!by!artists,!designers!and!architects!are!explored!in!order!to!provoke!thinking!
and!discussion!into!the!untapped!potential!of!sensory!engagement.!As!with!the!undergraduate!
course,!active!participation!to!explore!and!test!ideas!is!an!essential!component!of!the!course!
as!the!students!work!their!way!through!the!power!of!touch,!smell,!taste!and!sounds!as!well!as!
visual!phenomenon.!!!
To!conclude!the!elective!the!students!are!challenged!to!design!a!project!to!explore!the!
potential!of!harnessing!sensual!experiences!in!their!own!work.!These!are!recorded!and!
reviewed!to!the!full!cohort!for!critique!and!sharing!of!knowledge.!Ceramic!drinking!vessels,!
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puppet!theatres,!blind!explorations!of!landscapes!and!the!capturing!of!the!sound!of!the!city!
are!some!of!the!many!and!diverse!pieces!of!work!that!are!a!result!of!the!elective.!
The!course!is!now!in!its!third!iteration!and!each!year!there!has!been!significant!interest!from!
the!students!group!with!full!enrolment!achieved.!This!suggests!that!this!is!an!area!that!many!
students!can!find!a!connection!with!and!are!keen!to!explore!in!more!depth.!Its!general!
approach!facilitates!an!application!of!thinking!into!their!own!practice.!To!support!the!elective!
and!provide!a!forum!for!the!students!to!share!their!work!a!website!has!been!constructed,!and!
here!the!work!of!practicing!artists!and!the!students!cohort!sit!side!by!side.!
The!course!continues!to!run!and!develop,!continuing!its!aim!to!support!students!reach!their!
potential!in!the!production!of!their!work!from!painting!to!textiles!to!public!space.!Producing!
outcomes!that!engages!their!audience!in!a!multi!experiential!outcome.!
!
Conclusion#
!
!!!!!!We!are!currently!caught!up!in!a!world!that!allows!no!time!to!stop,!think!and!to!appreciate!
and!enjoy!all!the!really!important!things!in!our!lives.!This!shift!has!been!facilitated!by!the!rapid!
development,!use!and!reliance!on!the!computer!and!all!that!it!can!offer!in!every!sphere!of!our!
existence!from!shopping!to!socialising,!design!to!construction,!and!information!to!
communication.!But!the!computer!cannot!make!certain!judgements!–!it!cannot!tell!us!if!the!
shoes!we!purchase!on!eYbay!suit!us,!if!the!match.com!date!is!our!sole!mate!or!if!the!
environments!we!design!are!uplifting,!comfortable!or!inspiring!to!inhabit.!
The!course!outlined!has!been!developed!from!a!sceptical!observation!of!the!impact!of!this!
digitally!dominant!context,!and!has!detailed!a!nuanced!teaching!methodology!that!attempts!to!
alter!how!students!can!be!encouraged!to!design!in!a!more!holistic!manner.!It!would!be!a!naïve!
vision!to!imagine!architectural!design!without!the!use!of!the!computer;!therefore!this!course!
attempts!to!find!an!appropriate!balance.!The!design!processes!described!accepts!the!
possibility!that!the!reliance!on!the!computer!as!a!design!tool!can!distance!the!designer!from!
the!outcome,!and!lays!out!a!methodology!where!the!computer!can!be!used!in!collaboration!
with!physical!experimentation;!allowing!body!and!computer!to!work!together!and!be!
supportive!as!each!part!meets!its!potential.!!!The!students!involved!represent!our!next!
generation!of!designers!and!makers!of!place,!so!the!embedding!of!a!process!that!harnesses!all!
available!tools!to!maximise!the!impact!of!the!outcome!for!a!human!audience!must!be!a!
benefit!to!our!future!society!in!the!design!of!architecture!and!place!that!is!felt!as!well!as!
viewed.!
!
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